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Two cases of oral amphetamine intoxication
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Objective: To compare two cases of oral amphetamine intoxication and the differing complica-
tions

Case Report: Two cases who presented to the emergency room with a decrease in consciousness.
Both cases were young and oral amphetamine intoxication was diagnosed based on anamnesis, physi-
cal examination, and urine drug screening (1). In case 1 the onset was 4 hours after an unknown dos-
age of amphetamine mixed with alcohol. In case 2 the onset was 7 hours after a small dosage and
mixed with soda. Both cases developed hyperthermia, but more severe complications were noted for
case 1 including seizure, rhabdomyolysis, acute renal failure, hepatoxicity, gastrointestinal bleeding,
and hypoglycemia (2). Despite supportive management for 2 weeks, case 1 died due to multi organ
failure, but case 2 survived and was discharged from hospital after 24 hours.

Conclusion: The dosage of oral amphetamine which causes severe intoxication is still unclear (3).
The effect of mixing alcohol with amphetamine i1s more danger due to increase stimulating effect.
There is variability in the clinical presentation which requires early diagnosis and emergency support-
ive therapy for successful management and to avoid fatal complications.

References:

(1) Heal DJ, Smith SL, Gosden J, Nutt D J. (2013). Amphetamine, past and present- a pharmacologi-
cal and clinical perspective. Journal of psychopharmacology 27(6):479-96.

(2) Carvalho M, Carmo H, Costa VM, Capela JP, Pontes H, Remido F, Carvalvo F, Bastos ML. 2012.
Toxicity of amphetamines: an update. Arch Toxicol 86:1167-231.

(3) Mariotti KC. Rossato LG, Froehlich PE, Limberger RP (2013). Amphetamine-type medicines: a
review of pharmacokinetics, pharmacodynamics, and toxicological aspects. Current Clinical Pharma-
cology 8(4):1-7.




